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The 100th Anniversary Commemorations of The Battle of the Somme
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Introduction to the Project
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:OneDriveBusiness:School:HOD info:Somme 2016 Project:Art project:Final 2.pdf]Moat Community College was one of the twelve schools chosen to participate in a commemorative event which took place in France. This event commemorated the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. Our school was chosen out of the thousands of schools in the UK and Ireland. It was a real privilege to be working in partnership with a school in France called College Pierre Sellier. There were postcards and projects, that both schools participated in, in the build up to the event. (Written by Bilal Khan)






These are the final pieces of artwork we made in conjunction with our partner school.




Tuesday 28th June

Meeting at the train station and the journey to London
Although we had to be at the station by 4.15 in the morning, everyone was really excited to begin the first part of the journey. Everyone was tired but the importance of our trip made up for it. Our journey to London on the train went smoothly. Aishabibi, a year 9 student, who had never been on a train before loved her first experience. On the way we saw a beautiful sunrise and it was amazing. (Inas Issuf)
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[image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:OneDriveBusiness:School:HOD info:Somme 2016 Project:France pics:WP_20160628_11_11_41_Pro.jpg]The Eurostar journey to Lille and the coach to La Capelle
The Eurostar journey was amazing, the train goes underwater. After we got off the Eurostar train we headed to a coach. Everyone was very excited as we were going to meet our penpals at our partner school in La Capelle. (Aishabibi Issat)

Lunch at Pierre Sellier
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:OneDriveBusiness:School:HOD info:Somme 2016 Project:France pics:WP_20160628_13_56_09_Pro.jpg]	We travelled to College Pierre Sellier, the school that we were partnered up with for this project, to have lunch. As we had all been travelling since 04.45 everybody was tired and hungry so we were looking forward to eating a proper meal. We were greeted at the reception by some French students taking part in the project and we had to take our luggage out of the coach and place it in a room.
We then went inside the dinning room and saw all of the French pupils and teachers waiting for us, it a felt a little bit awkward. The students were really friendly however and eager to socialise and a few of them even found their pen pals. The décor was aesthetically pleasing and we had a three-course meal. For starters we ate veggies and bread which were both really nice. For our main course, we ate cheese bread, tuna quiche and a vegetable cake. For desert we had fruit kebabs and a nut cake which tasted very nice. Overall it was a pleasant meal and meeting with the French school, which everyone enjoyed thoroughly. (Aafreen Sau)

Visit to the Wilfred Owen museum and his grave
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:OneDriveBusiness:School:HOD info:Somme 2016 Project:France pics:WP_20160628_15_03_03_Pro.jpg][image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:OneDriveBusiness:School:HOD info:Somme 2016 Project:France pics:WP_20160628_15_18_14_Pro.jpg]	After a long and tiring journey on the bus, filled with our out of tune voices singing, we took a trip to the brave WW1 soldier and war poet Wilfred Owen’s museum and grave. Partnered with our French school we gained knowledge about his last moments and last letter to his mother. We also had a look at a few of his poems and understood how meaningful they were. We then visited his grave, sending our respects. (Zakiyah Xecur and Zaheera Ahmedmia)
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Coach to Amiens and our rooms for the week
On the journey to Amiens we shared a coach with our partner school College Pierre Sellier. It was really fun. The students used music to communicate and socialise. The coach ride consisted of the students singing and giggling.  
When we arrived at Amiens there were 600 students looking for their rooms in the boarding school where we were staying. Once we got to the rooms, we all paired with one another. Luckily I got my own room with a perfect bathroom while everyone had to share. Most rooms had 2 beds, 2 desks, 2 wardrobes and a shower.  (Ilhaan Jama)

Wednesday 29th June
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Museum artefact handling session
In this session we were shown many different objects from the time of the war. We were shown some artwork that soldiers made from shell cases and bullets. There were some examples of helmets and I got to wear the German one in front of everyone. Overall we learnt a lot and found out many interesting facts. A French TV station recorded some of the session for their news program. (Umar Motara)
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Visit to Amiens
On Wednesday morning, after the artefact session we had an opportunity to visit Amiens town centre. It was a 35-minute walk, which we did with our French partner school. We were also accompanied by some of the other schools that were taking part in the Somme project. The streets were quite different from Leicester. The roads were longer and wider and the architecture varied from mansions to apartments.
When we reached the cathedral, in the main square, we all in awe of the enormous size and the historical architecture of the place. There were many statues and gargoyles, which were part of the building. There was a gift shop near the cathedral, which we all visited and bought souvenirs. Some of the students bought mugs, keyrings, postcards, etc. (Tasneem Shaikh)
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Rehearsal
	On Wednesday afternoon we arrived at the biggest British and Commonwealth war memorial in the world, at Thiepval. It was the first time we had seen it but not the last! After a long wait we were organised into groups and walked in unison to the memorial and then stood in front of a grave, we practised this for the ceremony on Friday. As we stood in front of the memorial I was mesmerised by the beauty of the graves and the scenery, it was a beautiful place. (Rahma Ashker) 
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Creating the pop up museum
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:OneDriveBusiness:School:HOD info:Somme 2016 Project:France pics:WP_20160629_20_05_34_Pro.jpg]	One Wednesday evening our task was to create a ‘pop up museum’. In my opinion making the box as a group was really amazing. Each small group was creating an item for the box. A few of us were assembling our poems onto the box and credit must go to Ms Yates with her artistic skills, she was really great. We placed in items from the war- a Leicester Regiment cap badge, buttons and a fake British helmet. It added a special touch to the box.
At the beginning I didn’t think that the box would come together well but with our joint efforts it came together amazingly.
	On Thursday evening we had to present the box to the other participants it was so fun, teaching them about the history of the boys from Moat that had participated in the war. Six had died on the Somme, I give my respect to them. The people who visited our pop up museum seemed to be very interested. 
	The regional education minister came to look at our pop up museum, she was very impressed with our work. Overall it was great making and presenting or pop up museum. (Intisaar Daud)
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Thursday 30th June
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Visit to Serre Road Cemetery
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:OneDriveBusiness:School:HOD info:Somme 2016 Project:France pics:WP_20160630_10_13_58_Pro.jpg]We went to visit Horace Isles’ grave who was a 16 year old soldier who died on the very first day of the Battle of the Somme. Before we went to visit his grave we were informed about him so that we could understand him more.  It was raining on the day we visited so we had to take our coats. Most of us took photos to remember Horace. After the visit, we went to have a picnic and fortunately for us there was Halal food which we were grateful for. Overall visiting Serre and visiting Horace Isle’s grave and others, we realised how important they were and how important the ceremony is to us. (Rumi Begum)
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Visit to Lochnagar Crater at Las Boisselle
It was an amazing opportunity to see the effects of war, as we looked at the crater everyone stood around it in remembrance of what happened previously. We held a minute’s silence to appreciate the soldiers who had fought and died for our freedom. It was an amazing sight as all 600 students surrounded the perimeter of the crater, it was one of the most memorable moments of my time in France. In the centre of the crater there was a large poppy in remembrance of the soldiers who fought. Photos were taken of all of us around the crater, both French and British students, to show unity. (Nimco Farrah)
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Dress Rehearsal
On Thursday we went to the second rehearsal for the Battle of the Somme commemoration ceremony because we would be live on TV the next day. There was lots of rain and it was very cold. We felt very honoured to be able to take part in this special event. (Amel Valli)
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Preparation for the ceremony
We planned our uniforms before we arrived in France. It was a simple polo shirt, black trousers and black shoes. We were also given a special badge of a poppy and the French remembrance flower the cornflower. We also were given a gift bag full of things to remember the ceremony. It had more small badges, booklets and postcards of the work we had done with our partner school. (Priyanka Dillip)
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Opening of the refurbished Visitor centre at Thiepval
I was asked to be a student ambassador for Moat and so I had to go on the first bus with the other ambassadors to Thiepval to meet Kate and William, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry!  They were attending the ceremony but also opening the new visitor centre, where I would meet them. It was honestly super exciting!
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:adobson:Desktop:35DA747500000578-3669636-image-m-17_1467371155012.jpg]	So we went to the visitor centre and waited for quite a long time, we had to stand and I was wearing heels! Then the moment arrived, Kate and William entered! Lots of reporters and journalists ushered in, towards the end I shook hands with Kate, Prince William and Prince Harry! Kate said “bye” to me when they started leaving. (Karima Rezaei)
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The Ceremony
In this national commemorative event there were 10,000 guests to mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. There were 600 students from the UK, Ireland and France, who took part in the Thiepval Memorial and our part was to stay quiet and show respect towards people who fought in the Battle of the Somme. We wore our uniforms. 
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During the service the girls laid flowers and the boys put a wreath against the graves.
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We also saw Mr David Cameron (the prime minister of the UK). Sulaman had a chat about football and Mr Cameron praised Leicester for winning the league. Bilal also had a chat and talked about our school and told him a fact about the Somme. When Umar Motara spoke to him he was shown on the BBC coverage of the ceremony! (Bilal Patel and Sulaman Sheikh)
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Shopping in Lille and tea
Unfortunately we didn’t actually get to shop in Lille even thought we departed from Amiens early. This was because there was the Belgium Vs Wales match on so the roads were packed. We had to get off the coach in the middle of the road and walk to the train station! Definitely an experience I won’t forget! (Zayna Shaikh)

The Journey home
On the way home many funny and stressful things took place, like all of the traffic from the football match and us having to leave the bus and walk to the train station. When we got to the station we had half an hour to get some snacks and souvenirs and then we headed to the train. As the train was about to depart one of our students realised he had forgotten his suitcase in the waiting area upstairs. Fortunately a member of staff was with him and they managed to make it in time with all of the luggage!  (Aicha Zuber)

Conclusion
It is amazing how in just a few days you can lose yourself in remembering the fallen and become immersed in various enjoyable activities. Over the past few days we learnt about the pain the soldiers endured for our freedom, being able to commemorate them has been a true honour. (Muhammad Molvi)
This project was an amazing opportunity for the students and staff who took part. Throughout the project, and in particular our visit to France, we all learnt so much about the sacrifice so many men made, particularly at the Battle of the Somme. I shall never forget how special it was to stand next to the Thiepval Memorial, during the two minutes silence, as paper poppies and cornflowers were scattered. I hope the students enjoyed this project as much as I did, and that it fosters a lasting respect for the soldiers of World War One who gave their lives. (Miss Dobson) 
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Walking through soggy soil 



Trying to be loyal 



Are our brave soldiers 



Trying to be victorious. 



 



 



 



Nothing can stop them now 



They have suffered enough 



They want their enemies to go down 



To show everyone they are tough. 



 



When they come back home 



Everyone will have “ that ”  thought 



But no one will ever know 



How hard they have actually fought. 



 



The reality of war ? 










 

Walking through soggy soil 

Trying to be loyal 

Are our brave soldiers 

Trying to be victorious. 

 

 

 

Nothing can stop them now 

They have suffered enough 

They want their enemies to go down 

To show everyone they are tough. 

 

When they come back home 

Everyone will have “ that ”  thought 

But no one will ever know 

How hard they have actually fought. 
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